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GASPE OF YESTERDAY
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YO-HO-HO FOR HISPANIOLA !

*************************

Trade link between Bonaventure
in Gaspesia and Mdle St.Nicolas
in St.Domingue ( formerly the
Isle Hispaniola)

KEN ANNETT




Y0-HO-HO-FOR HEISPANIOLA !

««."Ay,ay, mates", said Long John, who was
standing by, with 2 crutech under his arm,
and at once broke out on the air and words
I knew so well ;-
"Fifteen men on the dead man's chest -"
and then the whole crew bore chorus ':-
"Yo-ho-ho, and a bottle of rum o
and at the third "ho " drove the bars
before them with a will.
+++« Soon the ancher was short up, soon it
was hanging dripping at the bows, soon the
sails began to draw...the HISPANIOLA had
begun her voyage to the Isle of Treasure.

TREASURE IALAND
Robert Louis Stevenson.

An ocean away from the English seaport of Bristol whence
the HISPANIOLA of Stevenson's TREASURE ISLAND sailed for the
Spanish Main,and those adventures so well remembered by the
readers of that book, another vessel, the ESTHER of Carleton
and Bonaventure in the District of Gaspé, registered at the
Port of Québec in July, 1775, was destined to link Gaspesia
with Hispaniola or St. Domingue in the Spanish Main. But,
unlike the vessel of Stevenson's story,the ESTHER sought
the more prosaic treasure of trade rather than buried gold.
The ESTHER was owned by Raymond and Esther LeBlanc Bourdage
of Bonaventure - an Acadien couple whose story has been
mentioned in previous issues of GASPE OF YESTERDAY. Here is
the certificate of registration of the vessel.
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Port of Quebec - Province of Quebec

In pursuance of an Act made in the seventh and eighth of King
4illiam the Third entituled (sic) an act for preventing frauds
and regulating abuses in the plantation trade -

Esther LeBlanc maketh oath that the ship,the aimable ZSTHER, of
Quebec,wherof Michel Pin is at present master, being a square sterned
Schooner of seventy tons or thereabouts, was built at Tracadigouche
in the Bay of Chaleurs this present year, 1775, and that Raymond
Bourdage and this Deponent are at present owners therof, and that
no foreigner directly or indirectly hath any share or part or
interest therein.

Dated at the Custom House, Quebec, the eleventh July, 1775

(signed) L' B' Bourdage
Sworn before us

Thos Ainslie, Collr.
Sam'l Phillips, N. Offr.

There are to certify whom it may concern, that the above register
is recorded in this office -

Given under our hands and seals of
office the 26th August, 1778

Custom House, Quebec
(signed) Thos Ainslie, Collr.
Thos Scott , Comp'y

CASCAUD TO BORDAGE

At Quebec the 6th July,1775

M. Bourdage,
Dear Sir,
Having learned from my friends and also from
Madame, your wife, that you are inclined to send a vessel to the
Islands, in particular to Mdle St.Nicolas in St. Domingue, from whence
your wife showed me a letter of your mariner friend, LeBlanc, whom I
know well, I believe that in the present circumstances you could not
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CASCAUD TO BORDAGE (ctd)

make a better move. Navigation to the Séaports o New Zngland has
been entirely closed off. I am advised that flour, all salt fish,
all lumber for building, planks and all marine produce such as
salmon, eels, oil, are raid for in gold in St.Domingue.

I wish to advise you that I have & commercial business on the
\idle and that if you wish to direct your vessel to my associates
Jou are assured that you will have prompt service in finding a
return cargo. [lote well that all goods mentioned above have doubled
in price within the last two months and that only Canada can supply
the needs of the Islands. You know that St.Domingue is an immense
market and that sugar, molasses and coffee are good there and at a
very modest price that is condusive to good business.

The name of my firm is MESSRS. FASCAUD, REGNAULT and L'ETANG,
MERCHANTS, at Mbdle St.Nicolas, Isle St.Domingue. If you have several
friends who have several cargoes ready, advise them to g0 to
St.Domingue where twenty shiploads will be purchased the instant of
arrival and where there is gold in abundance to pay.

I cannot go into greater detail as your vessel is about to leave.
Send me word on her return here in order that I may know your
thoughts on this matter. I would give you letters to my associates

should you decide to ship to Mdle St.Nicolas. I advise you to do so
as soon as possible.

I have the honour to remain

Your very humble and obedient servant

(signed) Cascaud.
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ST.DOMINGUE (HISPANIOQLA)

As distant St.Domingue was hardly a household name in the
Gaspesia of 1775,it is appropriate to locate the island and
describe it briefly.

Immediately to the East of Cuba, across the wWindward Passage,
lies the large, mountainous island that is shared today by HAITI
and the DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. The aboriginal Arawak Indians called
their island home, QUISQUEYA or HAITI.

In December, 1492, Columbus landed on the north-western tip
of the island at the place now known as Mdle St.Nicolas. He gave
the name ESPANOLA to the island - a name later anglicized as
HISPANIOLA.

Few Spaniards settled the western part of Espanola but French
buccaneers gained permanent footholds there and formal French
possession of St.Domingue was recognized in the late 17th century.
In the 18th century the export of sugar, coffee, indigo, cotton,
cacao and dyewoods made St.Domingue one of the richest colonies in
the New World.

Prosperity was largely the result of Negro slave labour which
the Spaniards and later the French, brought in from Africa. In the
last quarter of the 18th century St.Domingue had a population of
some 32,000 French, 24,000 of mixed ancestry and almost 500,000
Negro slaves. A relatively small percentage of the French and
freedmen owned most of the plantations and slaves.

CASCAUD TO BOURDAGE

Québec, 1 Sept. 1775
A M. Bourdage,

bée des Chaleurs

Monsieur,

To reply to the honour of yours of August 4th., I am
delighted to learn that the propositions that I made to you are
agreeable to you and that you continue in your plans to ship to
Méle St.Nicolas. I also appreciate the good confidence that you
have in our firm down there. Rest assured, Sir, that justice will
be done for you and that all will be concluded to your greatest
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CASCAUD TO BOURDAGE (ctd)

advantage. Zusiness conditions appear To be even more favourable
according to news that we have received by Captain ilaKnille,
commandant for . Dromond. e has assured us that fish sells for
36 to 40 shillings and that all ¥inds of provisions are so scarce
that an embargo has been placed on Dominigue. AJarships about the
inglish islands are Stopping all Znglish provision ships and oblige
them to sell their cargoes in those islands where the price of
provisions is controlled. You will see that there would be no
advantage for you in sending your vessel there. I advise you to
send to us, with all diligence, your goods. I enclose letters

T0 my associates which I pray you toc entrust to your Captain -
these letters advise these géntlemen of the confidence that you
have in them and instruct them to find freight for your vessel
during your time in port at the Mdle. They are instructed to
regard your interests as our own.

It is advisable that you write to them also to advise them of
your intentions regarding the sale of your goods and on the return
cargo, so that they can act with all diligence.

Please write to me when your vessel sails from the Bay Chaleur.
If there is anything that I can do to be of service, you can count
upon me.
“ I have the honour to be, sincerely,
Your very humble and very obedient servant
(signed) Joseph Cascaud

M. Ponpanon, a resident of the Méle, whom I knew during my sojourn
there, is leaving us to sail in your vessel. I recommend him to
your care. Please treat him as a person who has my interest and
provide him with passage in your vessel which, I hope, will go

to Mole St.Nicolas. I count on this - M. Ponpanon is carrying my
mail for my firm at the Mbdle.
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CASCAUD TO BOURDAGE
(Postscript ctd)

I must warn you that according to the news we have had from
Captain MaKnille of Martinique there is an embargo in effect at
Dominigue and that frigates (Royal Navy) crusing in these waters
stop all English vessels loaded with provisions and escort them
to the English islands where they are obliged to sell their goods
at fixed colonial prices. This is why I advise you to warn your
friends not to send their vessels anywhere but to us as we are
shel tered from such imposition.

DEPOSITION BY CAPTAIN MICHEL FIN

53 Boucaut de morue I, Michel Pin, resident at Quebec, Master,
827 quinteau idem after God, of the vessel named the aimable
16 quart huille ESTHER of the burden of 70 tons approx.,

1 barique " presently at Bonnaventure, will go for the
2 parils " first time it will please God to send me by
3 quart macreaux a direct route to Molles .St.Nicolas, Island
2 idem Enguilles of St. Dominigue. I acknowledge to have
2 idem Somon received and loaded aboard the said vessel
7 barils neauve the following goods of Raymond Bourdages of
1 quart capillaire Bonnaventure, as also listed in margin -
10 quart farine . fifty three boucats of dry cod
103 boucaut en bottes . eight hundred and twenty seven quintals
1000 feuillard of same
137 planches . sixteen quarts, one barique, two barrels
2500 bardeaux of cod o0il

. 3 quarts mackerel

« 3 idem eels

y, 7 idem salmon

. 7 barils cod sounds
. 1 quart "capillaire"
. 10 quarts flour

. 103 tub staves

. 1000 boards

« 137 planks

. 2500 shingles
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OECLARATION BY CAPTAIN MICHEL PIN
(

ctd) All the above goods in good condition.

#hich goods I promise and oblige myself
to transvort in the said vessel, subject
to the perils ang fortunes of the sea, to
St.Domingue ang there to deliver them to
Viessrs Regnault and L'Etang, the Ireight
being paid by the said Raymond Bourdages
in accordance with maritime custom.

To achieve and accomplish this I pledge
myself entirely to the said ship, Treight
and all concerned.

In witness ang truth I have signed four
bonds at Zonnaventure this 26 October,
1775

(signed) M1.Pin
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